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_. The Seconds Sermon. 


Cauſe went on ſtill, to loſe the matter in 


. debate, to make Truth leok' like Errour, 


and Errour like:Truth, ,to thoſe that are 
willing to be deceived*; if a man-is re-: 


ſolved to bend all his wit-this way, for 
ſomething may be ſaid for any thing. . 


6. And laſtly, bad examples ot men 
profeſſing tlie true Religion, are another. 


moſt dangerous Offence :/ Since I doubt 


moſt men are ſo framed as to'take up 


their opinions more cafily from Authori- 


ty than from other Argument, and they. 


underſtand more eaſily the difference be- 
tween good and-evil Manners, than be- 
tween ſtrong and weak Reaſons. And 


then they will be apt to judge of the - 


Truth or Falſhood of a way ot Religion 
. by the good or bad Fruits of Practice it 

brings" forth in thoſe that profeſs it : 
which doubtlels'our Saviour intimated in 
thoſe words ; Let your light ſo ſhine be- 
fore men, that others ſeeing your good 
works, may glorify your Father which is 
in heaven. Bat to hold the Truth. in 
Unrighteouſneſs, is not only a Scandal 
to thoſe that. are in Errour, confirming 
them in their wrong way, but likewiſe 
to. thoſe that are in the way of Truth, 
by encouraging them to Sia in like man- 
ner; eſpecially when evil examples are 
ſet 
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ſet by thoſe that are ge 

to PA none but. good ones, ni; Wo an 
or Office, Wealth: or Quality makes them 
more conſpi ious, and gives others atly 
kind of ce uport them. - _ 
oy of the pernicious influence of 


- we find St. Paul often cal- | 


mg upon the Chriſtians with whom he 
to do, to fix their obſervation upon 
thoſe that were good : Brethren, lays he, 
be rye gs ether of me, and mark them 
which walk ſo as' ye have aus for an eu- 
Sample : AY walk of whom 7 have of- 
ten told on ap now tel you, even weep- 

that they are the enemies of the _ 
w. 1 brifF. 

Thus I have very briefly, conſidering 
the largeneſs of the Subject, ſhewn what 
Offences were to come, by la or, ame 

ou the principal and maſt 

which we know by the Preis 
ons of the Scripture, als for the 
World! by too ſad experience. And 
now I proceed to the ſecond Point, which 
was to conſider, why it muſt needs be 
that Offences ſhould come ; that.is, w 
it was not to be expected, but that 
or ſuch Scandals as theſe would be given 
to the World, - Pa 


The Second Sarmon. 

this Inquiry is neceſſary to he 
omen this account, if upon no Oe 
ther, that .it may appear, that the cer» 
tainty of Qffences coming, did not ariſe 
from any defect or fault of the Bleſſed 
Gaſpsel af - our Saviour. If we confider 
the Harmleſs and Dovelike Temper of 
Chriſtianity, the excellency of its De- 
fign, the richneſs of its Promiſes, the Diu 
vinity of its Rules and mo the 
Camforts -it has in ſtore for all honeſt 
Minds, and that inſtead of running crol$ 
to the Intereſts of Mankind, either here 
or hereafter, it ſhews an infallible way to 
- fingle Perſons, and to Communities to be 
apPy in this World, -and to all men to 
be for ever bleſſed in the World to come 
We would rather have expected it ſhouk! 
have been foretold, that no man in any 
Age would ever ſet himlcif to oppo/# the 


gr 


deſign of the Goſpel, either in whole or . 


in part, If. likewiſe we obſerve what 
clear and undeniable Teſtimonies of Di- 
vine Revelation God approved and ewn- 
ed it by, how highly reaſonable the Prin- 
Ciples thereof are, and how thole things 
which could not be known but by Be- 
velation; yet being once revealed, do {a- 
tisfic our Reaſon, and approve themſelves 
to-it ; How evident the Deſign thereof is, 


E 2 how : 


The Second Sermon, : 


how plain the Precepts, how few the po- 
ſitive Inſtitutions of it'are, and how ſig- 
nificant and profitable they are,. and how' 
full of Inſtruction, - finally, how manifeſt 
thoſe neceſſary DoGtrines are, the belief 
whereof is neceſlary to make a man a 
Chriſtian ; and what that Myſtery of Gods 
linefs is, which in the: Apoſtles days was 
confeſſed, and without Controverfie : If 
we look upon theſe things, and no far- 
ther , we ſhould rather have expected 
that the Doctrine of our Saviour ſhould 
_ never have been gainſaid ; never pervert- 
ed,*-never eng. with Errour, never 
have given occaſion to wrangling and 
diſcord, and never have become the mat- 
ter of nice and angry. Diſpute, but one- 
ly of an unblamable Faith and Practice. 
The Goſpel of Chriſt is undoubtedly a 
faithful Saying, or Doctrine clearly re- 
vealed, and ſtanding upon evident Te- 
ſtimonies of Divine Revelation ; it 1s al- 
ſo worthy of all acceptation : Why then 
mu? it needs be that Offences come To 
which I ſhall give a plain .an{wer in our 
Saviour's words to Nicodemus : | That 
light is come into the world, and men love 
darkeefs rather then light, becauſe. their 
deeds are evil, Joh. 3. 18. and therefore 
it muſt needs be that Offences ſhould 
come. 
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© The Second 


come. - For-the Religion. of Chriſt is not- 
table to the Spirit of; this World, 'and- 
fore-no. wonder if it ; hath 'one -way of: 


"* come. To argue. more particular- 
A 1. The Dodtrine..of the.Goſpel is a 
Dodrine of Manners, lays-a ſevere re- 
ſtraint upon all the unreaſonable Luſts of 
Men, and makes a great.many Liberties 
unlawful, . which they are for the moſt 
part. violently inclined to-take : And 
therefore every carnal man while he fo 
continues, carries Wien lumſelf a 2 
? r 
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"ride prijadiee, 'a 

hath 6 © i i is nog 
rifeth with as ranch apaihſt that 
Dodtrive of God, that relfeth him” "it is 
net Lvfal for him td putſhe his worlMy 
andflehly defies a3 he would, butts fab. 
die apd Toreifie thern ; as F904, Whith 
wer) took forte Bhs Wis | 
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for itibet t6 hace har. Man's Ni 
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nd cannot vidare ho hb hanhed; ; abid Ir 
was” therefore Wely that vary 


and 
if it be belivved; exnnor bak: wick ts 
bn Senna od while we are 
ious of - Rs, and 'are Hot wikihg to 

| be reformed, becauſe it Fen to us the 
Writh of Goa #fl cur untighte- 
ottfnels ithd ; it Torewirns by 
of a dreathl' Ste vt the Jet 
ad'of inn sPtinifhitnent, Which 
wettre enivillim 4it —_— 
tive, if which we are titnwillng to pit. 


The Second Sermon. - 
are lovers of Pleaſures, | and lovers of 
Gain, cannot eafily admit -a DoQrine 
— which giv es them as muck uneaſinoſs and - 


Mentre. - Toe tits Beal the Purifier 
could not endure the Dodrine of. Jeſus; 
Ber peut cone parenind , _ 
it it, and 
is _ Reaſon why Chriftians have cor- 
rupted it finding out ather wa 
avoid ole Hoon than by a lively eo 
and true Repentance, and effefual Re- 
formation, and keeping the Command- 
——_— It is this that hath made 
' wa ſatisfactory Commutations, Me- 
af: thei; and the abſolute power of 
ae 4 and al! thoſe devices which 
4or nothing but to* reconcile a 


Life to the hopes of Heaven, 'and 
to entangle the plain ſenſe of thoſe words 
of - He that heareth theſe ſayings, 


and doth #enrhen T will iken him to a 

Fooliſh man that baile his Houſe upon the 

Sand, an the winds blew, and & rain 

fel, and the- floods came and beat upox that 

Houſe, and 'it fell, and great was the 

fall _— - that is, it ſuffered an irre- 
Ruin 
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66 . The + Second--Sermon. 
2, If we. conſider the DoQrine of 

E- Chriſt, - as it/is a Doctrine both of baith 
Ap _ and Manners, it is no way framed to 
: ſerve the ends-of ambitious and workdly- 
-Minded-men,.-or- to help them in purſy- 
.ing thoſe endsby a pretence of Religion; 
agd therefore :it was not to be expected 
bur in-proceſs. -of time it would be. by 
ſome or others molded for that purpoſe, 
when Opportunity ſhould ſerve.” -Our 
Saviour taught the World no other-Prin- 
Ciples of Morality, no other Articles of 
Faith, than what were equally ' for- the 
Intereſt of all parts of Mankind to be- 
lieve and follow ; a common good, and 
.an equal benefit was intended in them all. 
For let them prevail without corruption 
and alteration, the Honour and Safety of 
Soveraign Princes is ſecured, and a quiet 
and peaceable Life to Subjects ; Neigh- 
bour-Nations ſhall give ſtrength and can- 
fidence, inſtead of ' creating Jealoufies to 
one another ; the Maſter ſhall be'better 
ſerved, and the Servant better uſed ; the 
Church by her Dodtrine and Spiritual 
Authority will be a Guard to. the State, 
and receive at the ſame time Protedtion 
from it. Here was no deſign. in Chri- 
ſtianity to ſet up any Nation or party of 
Men, in oppoſition and to the diſadvan- 
tege 
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Bp: of amines byricglanly 
= aimed at 2 general: good; and under its 


Penalties requires all its Profeſſors to aim 
at the ſame-too;; 'and..condemns: thoſe 
who are lovers of ' themſelves in oppo- 
ſition to all others, am the 


e greateſt 
Offenders. And this Religion; as: Mas 


chiguel well ings Was: netenioade 
ted for the-infpiring of -Menwith -great 
Deſigns, ſuch I fapoſe as his Ceſar Bor- 


gia aimed at. | It was too plain, too Phi- - 


loſophical, too: Innocent and Charitable, 
to raiſe an ambitious heat, or to ferve it. 
And therefore it was: very likely in'pro- 
cels of time, that it ſhould be helped out 
by other Principles and - Dodtrines (that 
would bring in. the ſweZing of worldly 
Pride into the Church, as the African 
Fathers, in their Epiſtle to Ce/e/ftine, | cal- 
led it, and advance one part of it to the 
depreſſing of all the reſt. But becauſe 


true Chriſtianity ſerves no ſuch-Deſign, 


therefore was .our Saviour oppoſed by 
the Rulers of the Jews ;; his Doctrine did 
not tend at all that way, ' viz. - to. make 
HTieruſalem the Miſtrels of . the: World, 
and that all ſhould upon her ; it 
did not miniſter- to their ambitious and 
worldly Hopes, : and therefore: was' not 


__ 


for their turn. 
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do fo. timve 
— TY thoughts are 
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tot. ag, Our p - e>Y are.; ; be there re is cilia 
notable at of it, whetein we are 
nearly coicer "When we. commit 

any wickedneſs, the «rhought of -it is. 
Trowbleforhe and: Grievaus to. us for the . 
preſent, unleſs we; have caſt 6ff all ſenſe 
of God, and cate of our.own Souls; but 


by. degrees it wears, off ; and-that whicti 


a Fs days: ſitice lay heavy upon our 
minds, i is now 7 grown { ſo light that we do 
not feel it ; and fo the next Sin that 
wounds our Conſcience. is felt, perhaps, 
as the former was, and forgotten. at laſt, 
23 it wasto9,; and thus we ate naturally 
diſpoſed, not to have the fame ſenſe of 
Sins long a mitted”, as of guilt 
we havelate Y on acted: But this is an in- 
firmity. that is to be corredted. by Reaori, 
ind aright fe ih of God: For it is not 
ſo with God ;, the Evil which thou didſt 
Twetity Yeats ago, is as freſh in his Re- 
membrance, and lies before him as much 
to thy difadvantage, as that which was 
done but Yeſterday. God's diſpleaſure doth 
not wear off, as our 'Trouble doth, 

though becauſe we are not affeted with 
the Vile Actions that were done a gteat 
while ſince, we ate apt to flatter our 
felves, that neither is he fo angry. with 
US, as he was: We behave our ſelves too 
Y DE often 
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ments, there 
that ' we a Ire 
of our. 


add ho to them : And that is rhe 
coficluſion we are to make of the whole 
matter ; to 'wit, ny; 


4 To uſe the "MIF® and Long 
nfl of God for the Preventing of his 
Anger from Flaming out . 
ther in this World, or in t 

. come 3 and "that 4 cw Te forth Fruits 


meer 


oh: The Eleventh Sian: 


theed for: repentance,” and doing remarka- 
bly:/welliq'all thoſe: kids, wherein we 
haye' formerly done Evil ; remembring 


thofsiwords iof the Apoſtle, Rom. 2. 4. 


<1 et thou the riches of his goodies, 


forbearance ,, and long-ſu ,\ ot 
prom that the Ser, rrp; HY 
repentance. Where' the Apoſtle 
_ to” intimate, that this 18/ a. mat- 
ter which men ate "ignorant of, or at 
leaf};rhiar they mind it 'not, ' v/z; that the 
roodweſs of Grd leaeth theni to repentance; 
; (5-2. ) the goodneſs of his Forbearance 
and Long-ſuffering-'' We are all of 'us 
ſenſible,” that his Ntieburnivgs do natu- 
rally Jead: men to thoughts of amend- 
mentz4but we are 'tiot' to well aware, 
thathis' forbearance'was ' deſigned for 
the fame/end ; thoighwhen we cone to 
conſider;/it is what 'we ſhall not be-able ts 
deny': For as the reaſon why God: thtea- 
tens;' is' becauſe /he' would have: the- Pu- 
niſhment avoided, : finee! he'that "thirea- 
tens befote-hand';'i dork that 'there 
may'iibe-no occafiort-of Palihenaric ; io 
the reaſon why ' the” threatning is-not 
inflicted'/preſently;,is' cheivery "fame, ef- 
pecially when -it is declared: expreſly, 
that 'Repentance will be admitted; I fa ay 
ihe treaſon of: the forbearagice is the v& 
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224 -' The Eleventh Sermion. 
ry ſame;-:v/z. That: :we-might:have. time 
ta Repent, and means to: eſcape i'2Which 
uſe of -God's forbearance, ds-t6:1s inecef 
ſary -for..our Salvation in the:Workd-to 
come; ſo it is the \beſt:means.of our" ef- 
caping in this ; although that: be..a con- 
cern -for which we ought. not. in:.any 
meaſure to be ſo; Solicitous,: as for-the 
other. - When bad-'men grow worſe and 
worſe, it is a ſign that God will viſit the 
World, and no longer bear the Indigni- 
ties that-are done to his Holy Name 3 
and therefore the. ſecurity of good men 
muſt lie. in the growing better and bet- 
ter.. When Gods Patience _ and For- 
| bearance is extended to all-alike , 
and ſome are incurable, and grow-hard- 
ned by it, and others frame themſelves 
to Piety, and Charity, and Dependance 
upon -God more than ever they did-be- 
fore, it is highly probable, that wben he 
finds fo great 2 difference, - he will make 
as great a difference; and for a-general 
inſtruction, make. it plain-on-both. ſides, 
that he- will -neither- fail ro Puniſh the 
Wicked, nor to Prote@ the Righteous. 
Brethren, let us remember our Profeſ- 
fion, which is to believe in God, and 
conſequently to believe, that we are nor 
made fafe by Wealth, or by Favour , 
pe by 


by Worldly Power, or by Worldly Policy ; 
but- that God is more to us, than all 
theſe things ; and that we depend intirely 


+ upon him; that by forſaking him, we 


forſake our ſtrength and defence; that by 
adhering to him, we have that Power 
for our Security, and that Goodneſs for 
our Security , which made the World, 
and which Governs the World. Let us 
then i» this our day confider the things that 
belong to our peace, and ſeek the Lord while 
he may be found, and call upon him while 
he is near, that he may be near unto us 
in all our Troubles and Adverſities , 
whenſoever they oppreſs us, and be foynd 
of us at the hour of Death, and the day 
of Judgment ; that God of Mercy an 
Love, which in himſelf he always 1s, 
and which he defires to ſhow himſelf to 
be to us all. Let therefore the wnrighteous 
man forſake his ways, and the wicked man 
his thoughts ; and turn unto the Lord, for 
he will have mercy upon him, and to our 
God, for he will abundantly Pardon, Ta 
the God of Infinite Goodneſs let us aſ- 
cribe all Honour and Glory, now and 
for ever. Amen; 
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Luke XIII. 5. 


Ttell you, Nay : but except Je repent, 
X ſhall all likewiſe periſh. 


. ONCERNING the Ga- 
lileans, whoſe Blood Pihte 

ming! led with their. [cath tk 
| the Eighteen Jews upgn 

whom the Tower KU. Siloam fe# 
_ flew them, our Saviour's diſcourſe. to 
thoſe that were preſent was , this. Sep- 
poſe-ye, that theſe Galileans,, ' avd theſe 
Jews mere Sinners; above a the Galileans, 
becauſe they. ſuffered ſuch things ; and a 
boye all men 


welt at Feraſalew 2.4 
cell you, No. tut except 1ye repent, ye 
ſhall all 1 bkewile periſh. 


.From which -words taken; in Connexi- 
on RG what went, before, there are two 
S-4 kinds 
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2328 . The Toelfth Sermon: 
' kinds of Obſervations that may be laid 


E. » down: The former are - rather ſuppoſed 
Y than expreſſed ; and they are theſe Two, 


rt. That God is Juſt in” the Puniſh . 
- - ments that he inflits upon Sinners. 
2. That by what means ſoever, evil 
happens to men, the Providence of God 
is concerned in it. 


The Second Kind are intended more 
direaly, viz. wh 2h 
._ TI. That-they who ſuffer very great 
Evils, are- not always greater Sidners 
than thoſe who in the mean time ſuffer 


nothing. | NE 
Se Thatone Reaſon why ſuch evilsdo 
not befal all Perſons at the ſame time, 
who are equally Sinners, is, That. while 
ſome 'are viſited with the Rod, others 


may take warning by it. And þ | 
3+ That if they donot take warning, .. 
they ſhall not eſcape. "7-4: +, Y 


= Theſe are all profitable Inſtructions, 

and ſuch as this Place naturally yields ; 

which I ſhall therefore 'purſue, without 

taking much pains to ſhew how they are 
contained in it. he WENT 

Something I ſhall fay, but very brief- | 

ly, of the Two Firſt, becauſe they _ 

' K: _ up; 
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© The Twelfth Sermon: — yu 
Fuppoſed: in theſe Sayings' of . our Lord, 
| though not” the main 'Things | intended : 


The Firſt is, That Puniſhment is due 
to Sin; which is the Ground' of all thar 
our Saviour diſcourfes- here, concerning 
'the ends of thoſe unhappy men ; - he 
knew that his Hearers would be apt te 
paſs an hard Cenfure upon them, and he 
took care to prevent it ; but they would | 
never have been in danger of -running 1 

- -z;mnto that extreme, if it had not been | 
fixed in all of them, That Puniſhment 
'_ *-wasdue to Sin; and this our Saviour was 
' far from corre&ing, but” rather confirmed 
' them in it, by concluding, That they al 
fo ſhould periſh, except they repented. The 
truth is, this is one of rhoſe things, that 
- men know by Nature; andit is well thar 
they do; for if notwithſtanding this 
\fenſe, the World is fo bad, how much 
_ worſe would it have been, 'if theſe ap- 
| |  prehenfions could have been extinguiſh- | 
ed? Hence it is, that the Conſcience of 
well-doing _ a man with aſſurance; 
and that Guilt makes him a Coward ; 

- That the-difaſters of others expoſe them 
to be hardly thought of ; and that our 
own Afidtions bring our own Sins 
to remembrance. The Natives of Meli- 

EO (4s 
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ta a though Fa we ug ah Joe 
when # a F ter : Jajes pon Ot 
Paul's 2 preſently [af few be | 
he was a murderer, whon theugh be had 
eſcaped the Sea, 'yet vengeance would nat 
ſuffer to live, Adts 28. There the natu- 
- ral Senſe of Puniſhment. being due to 
Sin, wrought, though they carried it too 
far: But with ſomething better reaſon 
did Foſeph's, Brethren , when he had 
brought them into diſtreſs, argue with 
- one another, Yerily, we we gently Concerns 
ing our Brother, therefore this diſtreſs is © 
come upon#s, Gen. 42. 21- It is this natu- 
_ "ral belief, that ſupported many Myſteries 
of Religion every where, in all Ages of 
the world, whether thoſe Myſteries were 
of :God's appointing, .or of Man's invent- 
ing. A good ;part of the Sacrifices and 
Rues of the Heathens, and the Fews, in 
their Worſhip, was [to 'make .expiation 
.of Sin ; and-the Beaſt was killed, to con-, 
feſs that Puniſhment was due to-that man 
for whom-it was, offered: It is. this Senſe 
that diſpoſes-men to believe ſtrange.De- | 
. -Iuſons; that there is virtue in little 
things, which ſeem. to-be no better-than 
Charms. to.take, away the-guilt of Sig, 
and to prevent. the Puniſhment of it : 
When people wear {Zabits, and go Pilgyy- 
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mages; and toxch Relitks,: and _or Hol 
: TO and twwenty-othet: fuch No nkita 
to rear for thereaſe of theirrminds, 
tho they: taken ſilly 'wey' to their'erid, 
yet the Prifciple 1 ws rood 'gt the bottom, 
That: Sim and Pun are linked: to- 
gether, and that'one! marurally drawson 
' the other, if ſorne method be not wiethte 
break” 'the chain;y' which belief 6 
troubleſome to a guiley! mind, thatifor 
- this reaſon; the _— men'aren- 
turally Jifpoſed to like'a Religionſo tuch 
the 'niore; for havifig great: variery of 
Reliefs for anancaſie Conſcience j' which 
is the truerreaſon why! mhankind, if: 
care be:not taken, are ready to Tun into 
a thoufand 1a emmys To provent 
which, -and tobring'us' 'imto 'rhe way 
of Salvation, God-ſerit-his own Son 
Into the World to\ bea\Sacrifice"ifor us, - 
_ that we having fo an '4fſurance'df 
the expiation of our ifims, ſhould chenr- 
fully ſet -our ſelves to the Reformarion'of 
our ok 2nd mtg ood pra ho I 
out. fear, in holineſs aud" rig x" 


fore him \all the days 
the firſt ob rk do out 'the Principle 


ypon 'which ' allthis Diſcourſe non co 
is 2 nafural Truth; Vit. That Puniſh 
ment/ is.dueta Sing" 


+. That 
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2. That by what \means ſoever- evils 


'befal men, it ſtill :oomes- by-/ the Provt: .. 
dence'of God, either direQly ſending it, 
or at leaſt knowi ay permitting it; and 


for wiſe and good: Reafons-derermining 


-  topermir it :: Thisalſois evidently wok | 
med in this Diſcourſe:; for upon: the rela. 


tion of thoſe difaſters, the minds of the 
Hearers preſently turned to this Conclu- 


fion,. That they,were very great Sinners 


that ſuffered ſuch and wn 
ly, that the evil was nt by a J 
Wiſe Providence = Now this our ty 
didinot go about 'to-corrett neither, brit 
rather confirined them in it, that God's 
hand was in all that: happened, as: .them- 
ſelves ſhould find it.too, if they 
not.: So that whether evil comes by the 
free will of othets,-:as it did upon the 
Galileans, whoſe” -bloed Pilate mingled with 
their Sacrifices;. or-by ſuch means as feem 
to be merely caſual, as it did upon the 
eighteen upon whow the Tower. in" Siloam 
. fel; in both caſes;"-the Providence of 
God doth interpdſe, attendinge the:whole 
Afar, ng, : and - 
with exa Tky dg of Ara fag _ 
| ſine, permiteivgr that. w 
 andrke means by which it rancher '& 
yery "any Copfideration, which 


g, and. 


) 
| 
| 


UM 
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| we Jan lay wil 'our/tninds, heartily 
dives with it; thar'we may-be'd- 
rected by it in our Proſperity, 'and'con- 
forted: with jt in' our” Adverfity ;; for it 
will give:us in our-berer ſtate, the'beſt 

tired qionhow to ſecure it; and to all other 
methods'\and ways which we uſe tokeep 
off evik\it>will make'ns add that which' 
is beſt of /all; to ſeeure- by well-doing an 
Intereſt" in the Favour? of god. | It is'# 
True Religion; ito beſo*nice. as we often 
are, io weighing the;means of our-wel- 
fare; with the cauſes of 'dariger ; and this 
F with reſpect only ro ſecond cauſes; ' for- 

'_ getting{all'the while, . that *which-ought 
in the: firſt and chiefeſt place tobe 'Te- 
. * membred, the Supreme Mover and Orde- 
rer even of. thoſe'-Caniſes, and of the 
whole matter.  But/4f we laid to' heart 
what we all believe;'thart-it is an unſeen 
' hand that governs'all,” undoubtedly we 
| ſhould be more afraid/ of our fins, than 
of allother/ miſcries'; arid more concern- 
ed tobe ſtrong in the Favour 'of' Gow; 
than in the Arm of  Fleſb; ' This Conlides 
ration is equally good ro eomfort-us un- 
der  Adverſity, it that: happens, betauſe 
God ſends it ; for tho there may ws 
Fealon 


KT nhewiliaaicn, from met : 
who ſeldom me x tous, when they | 


RA IA 2 thr wewes = 
tagodd;: whichis 

\ that ;ekoallent. | 
v, x0. Shaff.we:receiue rage . 
& of God, nd forte ar receinie evil 2 
-the Empheſis:lies: in theſe Words, 
bang þ Guo, ;For:Weirahk:hini 


| /ope tho ToaBoines:whic at 
| ther of oh this Diſcourſe i6f when 


x; ” 


UM! 


| p rvious: ha gow 
; 0, all the Galileans2. an 
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who ſuffer v t 
Hh Gos always greater eaten 

r Wa Who in the ant rape Aer ne. 

That's the - PR lin Dodrine. of 

theſe Queſtions, 

e ye that. theſe were ROW finners, 
theſe, than all 

; wif dwell at Jeruſalem > They indeed 
wir him, being Jews, ' were ready 


enough {6 to ſuppoſe; but this was that 


Error 'of theits; which. he in the firſt 


| * Gd tocotre@ ; and it was ne- 


or them to be ſet 1) jeht in this 


| = ei ſome great Authority, becauſe 


was aft” Kerr gta them 0 Ns 
ealon e Lemper an n- 
[rome of, their Law, nh to then 
t kept it, promiſed all Sn big ood things 

be this Life, Ro threatn the evils 


£3 of Life to ttierh that broke' ir :*Buit tha 
time was. now-comning, When theſe Conf? 


derations ſhould .not be f6.much regarded, 
Wo God d would eſtabliſh a Covenant up- 

promi -an higher - nature than 
thoſe of the Law of Moſes, and upon 
more terrible x enalties than were threat-- 
ned b that. w: And therefore this 
plain rine of -our vg, which 
no doubt was ſomething furprizing to his 


Hearers, was very ſealonable to be'de- 
| livered, 


 — 336 | ets [3 
| | hvered, W 
Eos ers | 


rune Wascoming w 
live godly in Ch 6 "A fo fon, 
 fecutromwhenh Er rag ould be hated 
of all men for hi names | a end 4 dup 
to be beaten and: Cours bop to. eb 


Which when ey ould ſee, they woulf 


thenk, v pon'a. a particular Peep, thar 
they were NT AE call them.t | 
Sinners, who' fuffered ſuch th 
many rogether | never endur | 
but there 'was-a. notorious. -FOVOC: 
of - Divine Juſtice to. eye Mr. 

there were Fn defi 1gns. In! 


to keep, a Nation, ig, comp 
tothe pot 1 
-abundance of. Ceremiotiy, And” was &on- 


tent with the outward work, which'ſer- 
ved toan ha eels in this \ World: The | 
= true rules ps nels h, 86d Quatity | 
WW were now to = laid, dow n, and men [| 
i, were. to tear to. live above the World; | 
and to be” brought to the Pratii 

| ty, by the promiſes of  Inmmort: 
ture” State ; to reward them for” afly | 
thing they ſhonld loſe 6r ſoffit for its | 
in this : It would therefore be expedi i 
as that the power of this Faith mou 


Ws” 
, 


= - he opined rF--ro-itheir 
of n -, 

Tees Mad fbends 
vary bis _ {in the:Furoace- of | 


- t@; x ies ercaer Erediego-abs Goſpel; 
$0 wore re Profelyreseoity it;'thanit liad be- 
Since; therefare : "the: 'Time" was . 
rg when men:ſhould: fuffer nor at” 
Sg Ki as Sinners on: Evib doers; but [for a 
| good Cauſe, and with a good>Ccnſcience, 
meh omenle it was 2- feaſonaÞle Inſtru-' 
| ion, that the, greateſt: Snfferers\ were 3 
| not t0- be acequated the 4 19rd Sift" 
nears... | 
| .But this, 1: oonks; is a: Reaſon that: F 
doth not reach the full: ivtencion of our” | 
Saviour, in the [Dofrine he laid? down” 
upon this. occaſion mentioned: \in- the 
wiclt £ * Fexr5* 


| Poniſnake-of their Sins'y and = phi 
| Io Tin,/ohgbag le ng tha by he 


ty: of. othtrs ;1666 dh this caſe it 
# NL on be or Mane) as 
i nor tobe agcount if 

A | all thaſe thar eſcape ;'of which we need 
"8 not deſire aty other propf* {reared 
_ aur's word-for it : But:in- ſome caſes WE 
ES: have very evident and ſenſible demon- 
EE: ſiration_ of it :- For- ſometimes God-p 


EE: + tereerves for fargreaer Punihmens in A 
= X *:; TA Kr | g 
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Ms fer my {lf to 


of any man, of 
A raciey, how great 

| ens to them. be: 

ch Jeſs wi IT ener, into 

ot; conclude. from 

| it chere muſt needs 

gr Ms at] the bottom, which 

has fou -Our; And when ] 

fo, 40d cannot. forþear aCcknows-! 

tice of Gi il will not ge | 

on 'Y; _ Is omerhiog mpre 
than 
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os than: | Jo ſe. i | | ' > -hin to beg 


worle man'thai he ſeems th 
I (conclude, that, he. is \ oo 


are" by 1k Yared. an 
| the diſcovers that Nikdont f his. Cou 


tt a word, I wi 1” conc ude 1 
becauſe they ſuffer, but 'r: er .v 
them, if I know, ni cauſe to th : contra 
becauſe it is often method to. 
when he Pu 


niſhes for Sin, *o begin with thoſe that 

. vo; : mol x Fo ogg 3-8 "pony. 
conclude; for: inſtan Frenc 
Proteſtants have bee the wo Sinners 
of all the Proteſtants in / dmg or grea- 
ter than our ſelves. "becauſe they have ſuf- 
fered ſuch things 2 God forbid). 
not of thoſe,” who to their Glory: 
World, but ales, that is. lit & WO 
becomes me to ſay, and_ Four ti 
who to their Praiſe With God, and tothe 
; encreaſe of. their reward hereafter in a 
bertee Tn, have ſuffered the oſs o all 
- + things, 


«+ * 


things; 'to keep a good "Conſcience : but: 
of Ss whom the Terrors of this World 
| have prevailed with, more than the Fer-' 
rors of the Lord; in 'whom the defire 'of 
Eaſe her& hath been” t6o'hard for the de- 
fire of Salvation hereafter ; Twill not fay, 
and we *muſt © not fay, that even' theſe 
were greater Sinners than our ſelves, who 
have not fallen into their Temptations. 
Such inſtances as theſe, Brethren, do beſt 
explain the intention of our Saviout in 
theſe words, and will affe& us with'the 
true ſenſe of them ; and the more that we' 
 bokabroad into the World, and conſider” 
the unfarchableneſs of God? S Judgments, 
and thafbi ways are paſt finding out, a5 we 
cannot but do; if we ask our ſelves the rea-' 
fon why this/and that happens ; the more 
ſenſibly' we ſhall acknowledg the Truth 
of our Saviour's Doctrine 1n this place, 
and ſhall forbear paſſing Judgment upon 
the unhappy, 'merely becauie they are 
ſo. Bur yet to take notice of what God 
| doth of this kind in the World, is not an 
unprofitable obſervation , and thar' be- 
cauſe the fecond point of the three, 
which I have mentioned, is as true as the 
firſt, and that is this. . 
2: That one reaſon, why the Evils of 
this Lifedo not befa!l all Perſons -at 'the 
; Z 3 ſame 
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__ ſame tune, who yare. equally. 
That while ſore are vilued with-the Ro 
of Gog,. others,may take, warning by. 

This. Propoſition. I, ay. down \wi 


ow 
confidence, not 'only of the 
in. general, but allo, of the.pertigence 
it tothe Text ; kor-you may ;pblerve,th 
qur. Saviour .upon, mention .nqade,. 


former of the Two Tragical $ 


an from rhenes 50 diver hy bes 
om.-cenfuring thoſe miſerable 


bf 


tell you, Nay : but except ye repent, ye ſhall 


he, except ye repent; and upon.their own 
danger, HOES repent, ye ſhall, all like-. 
wiſe periſh. And. now I am ſure it. will 

be granted,that our Saviour did not wan- 
der from the true intent of God's Provi- 
dence in_ the things that happened to 
thoſe perſons, nor. make an application of 
them , which. was not to the purpoſe ; 
and therefore -ſince he gave. warning. by 
thejr examples, it remains true, as Laid, 
that one reaſon why the Evils of this Life. 
do not beta}l.all:Perſons at the ſame time 
who equally deſerve them, and I will 


add, 


2dd ; who: cqually need: them-;-is this ; 
That while lome-are corrected, others 
may be inſtructed : rather-keep to: the 
caſe of Punifhing Sin, ; than -trying Vir- 
. . tue, becauſe that is the caſe of the Text ; 
though 1 might ſay too, [That the reaſon 
why all- that" can bear a. tryal, are not 
tryed at-'the fame time: is; becauſe the 
tryals of ſome righteous:men are-not on+ 
ly profitable-to_ themſelves; but the ex- 
amples of them alſo are profitable to o- 
ther good men to encourage: and fortifie 
them. But when God'puniſhes, he doth 
' not at one and the fame Time , puniſh all 
that deſerve it equally , bur: he puniſhes 
ſome, that the reft may take warning 3 
For if the ſufferings of a Few in compari- 
fon, would inſtru all the reſt, God's end 
is gained, which is, that we ſhould /ears 
righteouſneſs ; when his judgments are a- 
broad in the Earth: And this is one of 
thoſe arguments which may convince us, 
that God doth not willingly afflift and grieve 
the Children of Men ; tor it he took plea- 
fure in that, then without queſtion where 
there was the ſame cauſe, there would 
be the fame effe& of his diſpleaſure; and 
where the ſame need appeared, the ſame, 
remedy would be uſed ; but if whereall 
might juſtly be puniſhed, he uſes his Pre- 
Z 4 roga- 
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them whetherthe examples of his Juſtice 
upon. others wilt; bring thee :to: Repen- 
tance; in this caſe it plainly'appears, thar 
he delights notiin-that which-1s grievous 
tous, but would bring; usto;Repentance ' 

3 at ' the . ſame: time, by ſhewing: his Jus 

"We ſtice upon: ſome”, and his':Patience- to4 

E- wards others.” "We can indeed give no ac- 
count why God begins toafflit this man, 
and notthaty this People, 'and not _ano- 
ther ; but theigeneral point-is very obvi- 

- ous: (4 e., ) why:all are not made to fuf- 
fer. together ;' where there 1s/ the ſame 
Provocation of Divine - Juſtice; and the 
ſame need: of being awakened 'to Repen- 
tance ; for. the reaſon of it, 1s this, That + 
the Puniſhment of ſome is a fſuffici- 
ent warning to others; and God-does not 


fx F Dh EW. z> : : Mp pe” I \ F4 
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; or | _ © rogatzve i: ran ſome only; and-for the 
b” time: ſpares:the+reſt, :to:1prove' and try. 


affl:& all at once, becauſe he doth not 
willingly afflict the Children of Men : 
For -mark our Saviour's arguing 1n, this 
place : There were among, the | Galiteaxs 
as great Sinners; as thoſe whoſe Blood 
Pilate mingled; with their: Sacnifices ; 
4 here were among the Inhabitants of Je- 
ruſalem, as great Sinners, as: thoſe were 
upon whom the Tower of Siloamfell;and 
yer thoſe calamities happened: but to/a 
few; 


\ 


_— 


. - lice atthe ſame 'time,' and: 


ee HEE 7 Cat by” a <M fro % *® pd 2 
q I” "# 


reſt niake of 'thoſe Examples; 'was this; 


That they ſhoald-repent; which he —_—_ 
by: this' thremning,” excepr ye" yi 


fpal "all likewiſe* perifh':: Now "oboe 


threatens to puniſh and has- power: to do 
it, doth plainly ſhow,that he takes'no de- 
light in Puniſhing, -but-would prevent the 
fault that Lelbrnas' it; eſpecally, when 
he' threafens and ſhews xariples 'of- Ju- 
have 
ice too, 


made thoſe Examples” of his'Ji 
whom he | threatens: Ando I 
tothe third Propoſition,” whict'is;*! 

3. That if thoſe-who eſcape frond the 
Puniſhment , do. not' take warning by 


I thoſe that ſuffer, themſelves ſhall- not al- 


ways Eſcape; and this is the direQ"pur- 


% 


port of 'the Words," 7 1e4 youp"Nay's but 


except ye repent ye ſbal all likewiſe 'perifh ; 
ang: that by Periſhing here,” our "Lord 
meant the Puniſhments of this Life, 'is 
plain from hence; that he threatned fuch 


like deſtruction, as happened to thoſe few 


Galileays, and thoſe few upon whom the 
Tower of Siloam fell. Ye ſhall all likewiſe 
Periſh, ( &e. ) much afterthe fame man- 
ner;-.as indeed it h , and. that to 
admiration ; For as Blood.of- thoſe 


Gatileavs was mingled with their Sacri- * 


fices ; 
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few"; The uſe that | he would have "the 


As Pad, 
Yes Bldg of mots Pati. 


fall of the:Tawen of: Siloam,” ſo were. the 
Ighabitgnts of 6 Jort/oloutlaſinoyed: io'the 
4 oo} Late Sapp = _ 
was 
daft pon better ; promiſes; '' and: 
Penalties, than thoſe 
of -this ; yet the Providence of 
God: doth not negle@ the brin og 
to Repentanee by the Good and vi of 
this Eafes nay it is neceſiry to the main: 
taining 8 ſenſe of God, 'and a World:to 
come,even among Chriſtians, That his 
diſplegiure ſhould be feeh, where his 
ea wo pn, oa a by 
ens, r pas ar 
doth awaken us, when nothing elſe is 2+ 
ble to do it; And therefore al h the 
great motives of . Chriſtianity are. thoſe 
that concern - another' Life ; yet' when 
theſe: do! not prevail, the only remedy 
that--is\ left, 1s to inſtruct us by preſent 
corrections, and to touch ns. in thoſe 
things, of which we are moſt ſenſible, 
viz, The preſent concerns of- this World: 
If therefore, after he hath made ſome _-o 
amples 
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5 to. others, theſe do: not, Repent, 
af more neceſfary that: they ſhould 
ring ot Got! towards eheniſelves, 
1 no. warning' by thoſe, whom 
ile he: ſpared them : 


dion by themas it hapned to the-Fews 40 
years after this warning that.our Saviour 
gaveEthem,upon fo inſtructing an .ocafion. 

\Fhe viſe we are to-make af theſe conſ1- 
derations, is, To do the fame thibg, which 
we_ ſhould certainly do, if God's Judg- 
ments were upon us, as they are upon 0- 
thers,...that we alſo periſh. not: .For if 
we would judge. our ſelves, we ſhould not 
be judged ; and if the warning that God 
gives us by othiers,: hath the ſame effe, 
that CorreRion it felf would have upon 
us, God, who doth not willingly grieve 
the Children of Men, ;would ſpare us, 
2nd not eter into Judgment with' us. It 
is but conſidering: how we ſhould: be dif- 
| poſed 
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poſed by great affliionand bringing our 


minds: to-that temper without® it, and”. 


then-the great defign'of Divine Correcti- 


ons and: Puniſhments lis attained withont 
plas <- ' And howare _ ronght- 
upon by Calamities? excepting ſome few, 
who-are ſuch wretches as 4hab was, who 


in his diſtreſs finned 'yet more and "more. 
Theſe are the commoneffeds : In general, 
. they begin then to call their fins to-mind, 
and their  Conſciences bring! ſorth' the 
guilt,” that hath been for the moſt part 
quiet, anddo ſet their evil ways in or- 
der before them : Nay,then they are very 
willing to acknowledge, that what they 
fuffer, is no more than what they de- 
ſerve, but a great deal leſs: Thus as 
F- infinuated. at +firſt, Foſeph's  Bre- 
thren;; when they felt the anguiſh of 
mind, that their preſent diſtreſs caſt 
them into, could then fay, Yerily we 
were guilty concerning our Brother, in that 
we ſaw the anguiſh of bis ſoul, and would not 
hear him. It is-not to be thought but that 
after ſo Treacherous and Villanous apart, 
as the ſelling of Joſeph was, their Conſci- 
ences had pulled every one of them for it 
at certain times ; but it  is- likely they 
made a ſhift to forget it, as much as they 
could from time co time ,; till they fell 

_ into 


UM 
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1ato;that perplexitys, which their Brother 
cul them. in; 690mm ahey kk to:one 
om ly aj xd al lang em 
bled Wo ſenſe of rg one angt before 
erilywe u Were g FOnrerning our - rethes, 
This,.is one end: of God's; Chaſtiſerhents, 
to. bring; thoſe. to, an..effecual acknows- 
nt. of. theiri-eyil; Ways, Who! till 


their Guilt ; and that is oneiend-roo- of 
God's, waroings;: When pavi .are; anade 
examples of. his. juſtice; 2nd; be ſpares 0- 
thers/tq, prove. them,'-wherher- they-wul] 
be. warned ; by; ſuch- examples. . Aggin, 
when we, feel anguiſh: ourſelves, WE re- 
member how we have for a long time 4- 
buſed. the Patience of: God, and turned- his 
Fa into Wantoyngſs; then our. Luxury 
and Intemperagce, whileſt we had-plen: 
ty..of. all ;biogs, for this Life,; gnd: ovr 
negle; of [nſtruction; and Admonition 
under all means of Grace for a better. Liſe; 
then. I fay theſe things come to mind: 
Andift God ſpares us ,  whileſt he ſmites 
others, it is, that 'we'may not. need any 
thing more, than ſuch a warning, to 
make us reflect upon theſe things-as we 
ought to do, Thus.alſo God's CorreRti- 
ONS a men to Charity and Conſide- 
ration 


then-thed. Gnothensd: ahe-/ Connidtien: of - © 


hey” cure us'of 
ſs, which, WhilR 


Obſtinacy,” we ſhow] dd "t to be 
. by Eximples, befor>we'nre made Ih 
ples our felves. 4 TLDS 2.4 HIER 9 
T6 conclude this xattex, Who cat he 
Ignoraiit that Af | drives thoſe mien 
to'Prayer, and oth&” Dutics of? Piety, 
_ whowers very cateles'of them” befvre > 
In their diſtreſs they will" ſeek God — 
though in'their Proſperity they were 
backward to any thing of Religion, and 
for the moſt part feltvery faint" and in- 
effetual diſpoſitions £67 ir, rather" corn 
wich cuſtom, than with -If 
on and Conſcienee';' end Honouring Go, 
with their lips, while-their hears)", are 


a Proſperous State, Tobefull and -rvs 
ger-God:* But if nothing tHewillcure: 
Sloathitulaeſs in 16H, -and this iadj 
rence-and coldneſs1nthe Service of Goe 
yet at leaſt ARi@ion doth it, whicti makes 
us to feel our Dependanee upon TI 
OWS 


. = 


; a 
a A. > ad. AC © ln as coat DJA& Kke_ ti. 


far 
from him : and this is the got danger'of . 
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ſhows us,that we have no hope left but in 
him, and then we abound in Prayers, and 
weattend willingly to inſtruction; we ap- 


351 


ply our ſelves to God in good earneſt, ' 


and to all the Comforts of Religion; we 
make many Vows and Promiſes, and we 
ſet our ſelves immediately to perform 
them : This is the Natural effe& of ſuf- 
ferings,' when we feel them our ſelves ; 
and if we are wile, it ſhould be the ef- 
fect of all thoſe warnings that God hath 
iven us by the ſufferings of others : 
Cince therefore we cannot look abroad 
into the World, but we ſhall fee-the 
Judgments of God in the Earth, let us learn 
Rigtreaorſs, let us wot be high-minded but 
| fear ;; let us not judge others, but judge 
our ſelves, and often conſider, what our 
Saviour replied to the ſuppoſition of their 
being Sinners above all others, who ſuf- 
fered ſuch things, as others had not fſuf- 
fered; I tell you, Nay ; but except ye re- 
pent, ye ſhall all likewiſe periſh. 


Fa A ran 


_ 


Lt ">: SR Lo 
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TRY xyul:: ry $4 
Never theleſs, when the Sina m man com- | 
- eth, ſhall he fd faith onthe. Earth ? 


OR-the underſlantling of theſe 
words of our 'Siviour , two. 
. things are to be conſidered. | 


4::Mhat is han meant by* 


the Coming of the Son of Mas. - And; : 


2. What is meant by. his: gd Piling? ZH 
Faith upon the Earth. i 


LEN --"43 4 
+ +a # Mn £24 


x. How. we are to- underſtand has” 
words, when the Son of Max 'cometh? 1 - 
anſwer, The meaning is, whehhe cometh 
to Execute Judgment upon' the:. ungodly, .' 
and to deliver his FaichfuF People out -. 


of. their Hands: For after our Saviour 


A a - had 


” gd SOA 
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had ſpoken - the +Parable of the Unjuſt 
Judge, that was wearied by the Widows 


þy ? 


-1mportunity td do juſtice for. her againſt: 


her adverſaries, he argued thus wv. 7. And 
ſhall not God qvenge' his. own elef, 7 wa | 
cry day and nxþt to 'hims, \tbough” be $ear 

long with them 2:or rather, as it might have 


- been tranſlated, and. will he bear long in 


their cauſe 2 T tell you, that he will avenge 
them ſpeedily x And then ;follow theſe 
words, Nevertheleſs, when the Son of Man 
cometh ( i.e, ) When he. cometh to do- 
that which wasfpoken of before, w:z. to * 

. avenge the: cauſe-of his elef{,.or to Puniſh 
their Enemies and Oppreflors, and to de- 
liver them out-of their hands. 6 

' Now of  the-Coming of -Chrift far thi 
purpoſe, there:is alſo a Twofold: Signift 
cation in the. New Teſtament, wheres 
one1s manifeſtly the Principal, and much 
more ' conſiderable than” the other, and. 
that iis, his. ſecond coming in Perſon to 
Judge the Quick and .the Dead, which” 

, will not be-rill the end of the World : 
Thus the Coming of the Day of the Lord, 
2 Pet. 3. 10. is called his torm#nz,4.4.and 'the 


| Coming of the Lord Jeſus: Chriſt, with all 
. by Saints, 1 Thef. 3. 13,and-in many 0- 


ther places.. "And this 1s all the. commg of 
Chri/# properly ſo called, that the New 
| Nix .£ Teſtament 
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Teſtament ' mentions after his Firſt, be- 
cauſe this only 1s to be his Second Perſo- 
Þ nal Appearance. But then, 
\ 2. .There was another notion of the 
Coming of Chriſt after his firſt, which 1s 
alſo plainly enough intimated in. the 
New Teſtament, and that was his Co- 
ming to deſtroy the Jews, and todeliver 
| the Chriſtians out of their hands, which 
| happened 4o. Years afterhis death: And 
of this the' 2.4th. Chapter of St.. Matthew 
5 an undeniable Teſtimony , where a 
Deſcription: of - the Deſtrution of Jeruſa- 
Þ} /zw,, and a Deſcription of the Day of 
| Judgment are ſo interwoven one with the 
other, that it is a matter of ſome difficul- 
ty to know punctually and fully, what is 
proper to the-one, and what to the o- 
ther - But plain it is, that. the one as well 
35 the other is called the Coming of the 
| Son of Man, as appears by Verſes 27, and 
| 37- The Deſtruction of Feruſalem was 
4 made as'it were a Type or Figure of the 
Day of Judgment ; and therefore theſe 
words are-there, Yerily 1 ſay unto Ton, 
this Generation ſhall not paſs away, till all 
theſe things be fulfilled, v.34. (4. e. ) till 
they are accompliſhed in that. part of the 
meaning which reſpe&s the Deſtruction 
of Teruftlem, "Which was deſtroyed before 
AY I that 
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that Generation paſſed away. '_ Of this We 
it ſeems plain that St. Fames ſpeaks, C. 5. Þ- Pet 
wv. 6, 7. where ſpeaking tothe Jews, ſays FE L 
he, Te have condemned and killed the Juſt; - 3 


and. to the Chriſtians, Be patient there. } * 
fore, Brethren, unto the-Coming of the Lord; wi 
and v: 8. Be ye alſo Patient, ftabliſh your |} 


hearts, for the Coming of the Lord draweth oh 
mich; and ſome other places there are, | h 
x; 2c the Phraſe is to be Interpreted | 2 
thus ; Particularly that, Zet your mode- Hh 


ration be known unto all men, The Lorduy 
at hand, Phil. 4. 5. (i.e. let all menſe | 


by your Meekneſs and Patience under *; 
thoſe Oppreſſions, which you ſuffer, that Je 
you believe thoſe Precitions, which we of 
have delivered to you from Chriſt, that n 
he is at hand to deliver you; And al- ba 
though properly the end of all things 4 
will not be till the. laſt day; when the 4 
Earth ſhall be burnt up, and all the works | © 

that are therein ; yer becauſe rhis-nota- C 
ble revolution of the deſtruction of the y 
Jews was in fome degree like unto it, ] fy 


therefore it was alſo called the end of all 
things, meaning the end of the Jewiſh of 
State and Religion, which was to be ac- 
companied. with manifeſt Tokens of God's | 
Favour to the Chriſtians, and of his in- a 
dignation at their Enemies. And thus | 
ve 


= 
t_. 
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we are to-underſtand that paſlage in St. 
Peter, The end of all things i at hand, be 

ye therefore ſober and watch nnto Prayer, 
1 Pet.: 4.7. Not that tlis was in a ſtrict 
and proper ſenſe the Coming of Chriſt, be» 
cauſe he did not come in Perſon, as he 
will do at the laſt day; but in ſome ſenſe 
it might be ſo called, becauſe he Appear- + 

, ed by his Power and Providence to do 

'the ſame work in part, which will 
with incomparably greater perfetion be 
done at the laſt, ( z.e. ) to take Venge- 

| ance of the ungodly, and to fave his own 

People: For the Incorrigibleneſs of the 

Jewiſh Nation, and theirincurable hatred 

of the Truth, and obſtinate Perſecution 

of it, was dreadfully puniſhed in the de- 
ſtruction of Fer«ſalem; and the Chriſtians 
had- not only all eſcaped out of it, before 
the Roman Army came againſt it, but by 

| the deſtruction of it, they gained alſo a 

very conſiderable reſt from Perſecution + 

for ſome time after. 

And now the reaſon why this won- 
derful. Providence was called the coming 
of Chriſt, ſeems plainly to be this, That 
aſter his Aſcenſion into Heaven, he ſet 
down at the right hand of God, and had 
all Power put into his hands; and _there- 

. fore becauſe it is he that Governs the 

Aaz World 
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World as well as the Church';- ſuch re- 


_markable revolutions, as that was, for the 


deſtruction of his enemies, and the: fa-- 
ving of his, Servants, are -called- the co- 
ming of Chrift ; God hath given him to be 
head over all things to the Church, 'and 
therefore fuch ew x that was,are cal- 
led his coming,to ſignify, that they are the 
effects of his Providence and government 
for the good of his Church, no leſs, than 
if he had come in Perſon to'order them, 
as he will do at. the end of the World, to 
order all things then. | | 
And for this reaſon, though in the 
proper ſenſe of his coming, he will come 
but ance at the end of the World, yet 
in this improper ſenſe of it, his appea- 
ance to deſtroy his enemies, and to fave 
his People, that truſt in him, nothing 
hinders, but that he may be ſaid to come 
often before the end of World, ( 4, e. ) as 


. often as his Providence doth fſignally 


and remarkably appear for this purpoſe - 
And thus we are to underſtand the co- 
ming of the Lord in 2. Theſ. 2. 8. where 
it is faid of the Man of Sin, that Wicked 
one, That the Lord ſhall conſume him with 
the Spirit of hs mouth, and 'deſtroy- him 
with the brightneſs of his coming ; which 
being to be done, before the. Perſonal 
coming 


* ' mw TY 714 
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coming of Chriſt to Judgment,the mean- 

ing muſt be,” that his deſtruftion ſhall 
be ſo remarkably the work of a Divine 
Providence, that all ſhall confeſs it was 


._ not the effet of Worldly Policy, but no: 


lefs the doing of the Lord, than if him- 
ſelf had come in Perſon tg deſtroy him. 
And whenever the Kingdoms of the World 
become the Kingdoms of the Lord ; when 
the know of God covers the earth as the 
waters wr the Sea; when thoſe magni- 
ficent predictions are fulfilled concerning 
the univerſal prevalence of Truth ahd 
Goodneſs amongſt men, with which rhe 
Old and New Teſtament are plentifully 
furniſhed, and' which are to be fulfilled, 
before the coming of Chriſt to the laſt 
Judgment ; then alfo is it true, that the 
Lord comes, ( z. e. ) by the Power of his 
Spirit and Providence to renew and re- 
form a degenerate World, that was run- 
ning headlong into perdition. 

And thus much concerning the ſenſe 
of theſe words, when the Son of man co- 
meth, which I have ſhown do principally 
ſignifie that great and amazing revolu- 
tion, When he ſhall come by coming in 
his own Perſon at the laſt day to judge. 
the World, but in a ſecondary ſenſe do al- 
ſo ſignifiethe remarkable works of his Pro- 

| Aa4 vidence 
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dence, .in Puniſhing ſome, and -{ving 
others.even in;this Life.. :-Now, *: 

2. How are we to underſtand that other 
clauſe,vil he find Faith upon;the .carth>The 
meaning of the queſtion is plainly this 3 
That he will not-find Faith on theearth,or 


very little in compariſen. But what is here 


meant by Faith? I anſwer;that is eaſily dif- 
cerned by the. Parable and. the Applicas 
tion of it, that. went before. Ji deſign 
of. both which, was to infer. 
fan-in the foregoing verſe, And 


 Ged avenge his own. elect, which. x% and. 


night unto bim, though be bear long with 
them ? I tell you he will avenge. them ſpee- 
dily : That 1s to ſay, God would hear the 
Prayers of Righteous men, and-in @ lit- 
tle time take. their cauſe into; his own 
hand ; and then. ſays our Saviour, Ne- 


; vertheleſs, when the Son 'of man. FA; 
ſhall he find faith ron the earth? ( i.e. ) 


notwithſtanding the Promiſes of -God to 


| hear the Prayers of good men, and to in- 


rerpoſe for them that depend. upon him, 
there will be but little Faith-1n theſe Pro- 
miſes. found upon the Earth, even when 


the Son of Man comes to "fulfil them : 
- The greateſt part. will not be: found to 
- believe any thing at all of. them, and ſo 
+... Will be ſurprized with that day, without 


any 
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any-preparation for'it, : or expectation of 
it. /Many wilt yield to the Temptations 


of «this morretny mar hn +> ang off 
their dependance upon-God;will think to 
ſecure themſelves \by Flattery and-Hypo- 
crify:-fromthe Violence of: Wicked men ; 
others will deſpair of :any better” ſtate of 
things; And: very few-will lay: tocheart 
the -promiſes which- God hath made to 
hear the Prayers- of his Servants; 'and to 
fave- them :. Few will: ſtrengthen 'them- 
ayer 1 _—_— .crying ea da 
and 'night, and: by:puttin r-wh 
truſt 4 fare; in Rm -'and this 
notwithſtanding the - clear and ſirong 
reaſons they have from his word; 'ſo'to 
do- Nevertheleſs, when the  Sou' of "man 
cometh; ſhalt he: find faith on' thevearth 2 
 And::thus- we may- from other 'places: 
_ of- Scripture obſerve,' that imm ly 
before the Day: of judgment, 'there--will 
be, a gteat falling away from Chriſtian 
Piety:: and Charity; nay, andthe:World 


ſhould begin once: more to _ #rom 
the Purity of Faith ; many falſe Prophets 
ſhall ariſe, and ſhall deceive many;' andbe- 
cauſe Tniquity ſhall abound, the love of © ma» 
») ſhall: wax cold. Butz” ſays our Saviour, 
he that. eiidures to the'ent, fhall: be ſaved ; 
thereby - antimating;: that -it __ be 
ome 
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